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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 6,721 NA 3,047 1,208
1940 6,008 NA 3,497 749
1945 9,807 NA 6,837  648
1950 7,895 3,118 5,111 298
1954 9,660 2,925 3,846 282
1959  9,589 2,550 3,826 278
1964 6,195 1,584 2,635 68
1969 5,055 1,136 3,611 133
1974 4,235 747 1,400 (D)
1978 3,054 (D) 5,648 (D)
1982 1,969 156 851 (D)
1987 1,452 15 (D) (D)
1992 1,734 (D) (D) (D)
1997 1,703 49 (D) 84

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 154 148 158

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 6,215 5,697 4,582
Grains 2,109 2,019 1,281
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage

55
(D) (D)

Other field
crops

(D) ---- (D)

Vegetables, sweet corn 
    and melons

(D)
78 (D)

Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products

3,739 3,549 (D)

Forest Products Sold 10 (D) 70

Livestock, Poultry
and Products Sold 3,384 873 739

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products (D) ---- ----
Cattle and calves 269 369 192
Hogs and pigs ---- (D) ----
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) ---- ----
Other livestock and       
    products

(D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 9,599 6,571 5,321

Custom work and other   
    agricultural services: 16 25 (D)

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 16 59 73 23 11 3 2 187
1978 24 43 60 20 1 5 3 156
1982 26 54 56 17 6 7 4 166
1987 18 63 55 12 4 6 3 158
1992 22 49 49 20 3 5 2 148

1997 23 53 48 20 6 4 ---- 154
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 65 64 54
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98 93 84 100

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 1 1 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 12 7 7
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 26 21 21
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 40 32 34
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 35 42 39
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 44 45 52
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 55 57 58
NA  Not available. 

 

Rev. 1999

HENRICO
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Henrico County is located in both the coastal plain and the
Piedmont Plateau of central Virginia.  One of the eight original shires into
which the state was divided in 1634, Henrico originally contained territory
from which ten counties were later formed.   The county was named in honor
of Prince Henry, son of King James.  

 In 1997, Henrico land in farms totaled 26,403 acres, only 17
percent of the county's land area of 152,403 acres.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 154 farms in the county, each averaging
171 acres in size and worth an average of $477,761, including land and
buildings.  Much as in other areas of the state, the proportion of land in farms
in the county has been steadily declining since the 1920's.  The number of
farms reached the peak of 1,841 in 1925, and by 1997 dropped to 12 percent
of that number.  

The topography of the county is gently rolling, and elevations vary
from sea level to about 350 feet.  The James River forms the southern
boundary and the Chickahominy river the northern, with half of the land
draining into each river.  Temperatures average 38 degrees in January and
78  in July and annual precipitation averages 43 inches.  The frost-free
growing season is generally from 200-220 days, usually extending from early
April until the first week in November. 

Agriculture continues to be impacted by encroaching urban
development in Henrico,  but there are some excellent dairy, poultry, and
livestock farms in the area.   In 1997, the market value of all agricultural
products sold amounted to over $9.5 million.  Crops sold accounted for 65
percent of these receipts, while nursery and greenhouse products accounted
for 39 percent of this total and was ranked the second leading source of cash
income.  Grain sales ranked third, accounting for 22 percent of the value of
crops sold.  Cattle sales made up 3 percent of total cash farm sales.
Seventy-one of the county’s farm operators  worked 200 or more days off the
farm in 1997, many finding employment in the nearby city of Richmond.

The estimated county population was 217,849 in 1990.  Total gross
personal income that year was $5,203.1 million, or an average of $23,884
per capita.

The county seat is located in western Henrico County.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,318 73,261 86 20,123 9,572 6,269 2,910 NA 30,207
1940 1,070 72,746 95 22,077 6,832 8,299 NA NA NA
1945 1,311 76,147 128 23,877 5,443 7,435 5,610 NA 29,416
1950 1,049 70,095 203 19,379 6,015 5,229 5,835 NA 28,283
1954 715 68,792 209 16,269 2,973 5,214 5,327 NA 35,286
1959 518 64,624 317 17,939 2,268 3,960 6,867 NA 28,063
1964 337 49,526 324 13,854 3,027 2,923 3,874 2,749 12,451
1969 224 40,192 599 12,400 2,619 4,073 1,634 3,736 8,935
1974 2/ 187 37,885 871 13,697 1,533 2,825 1,612 3,352 8,621
1978 156 29,555 1,414 10,345 2,000 2,157 1,479 1,772 9,652
1982 166 33,050 1,591 14,634 1,978 1,799 1,101 1,434 8,973
1987 158 29,812 1,947 10,946 3,714 2,062 1,285 1,471 6,461
1992 148 24,201 2,787 10,057 1,316 3,095 188 750 6,314
1997 154 26,403 2,724 10,877 987 2,149 674 560 10,152
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.   2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,114 664,366 28 1,620 NA NA
1950 2/ 310 627,687 41 5,807 NA NA
1954 3/ 51 1,108,044 23 7,657 NA NA
1959 3/ 27 2,153,870 4 221 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 10 862,800 4 606 NA NA
1969 4/ 7 606,924 ---- ---- 16 25,072
1974 5/ 6/ 5 582,207 NA NA 7 2,765
1978 5/ 2 (D) ---- ---- 3 (D)
1982 1 (D) ---- ---- ---- ----
1987 1 (D) 2 (D) 1 (D)
1992 1 (D) 1 ---- 2 (D)
1997 2 (D) --- --- 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 5,664 20.7 117,272 1,766 15.2 26,866 1,231 NA NA
1940 5,073 25.4 129,074 1,669 14.5 24,245 NA NA 6,923
1945 5,427 26.2 142,154 2,621 20.2 52,870 NA NA 10,150
1950 3,358 39.1 131,183 1,736 20.2 35,093 1,437 21.2 30,532
1954 2,700 26.0 70,260 1,357 28.4 38,499 1,343 10.9 14,600
1959 2/ 2,897 46.3 134,195 2,091 23.5 49,165 4,566 22.0 100,277
1964 1,731 53.1 91,860 1,424 27.3 38,899 4,745 18.5 87,596
1969 2,918 70.9 207,005 1,234 46.2 57,031 3,199 24.0 76,700
1974 2,727 66.7 181,908 2,336 38.9 90,790 4,476 23.8 106,725
1978 2,901 92.1 267,271 776 37.5 29,112 4,363 28.7 125,248
1982 4,942 112.8 557,426 2,385 39.0 93,061 6,451 36.1 232,971
1987 3,123 64.9 202,690 1,607 45.9 73,761 4,640 21.3 98,917
1992 1,697 133.8 227,093 2,366 61.0 144,425 5,186 33.4 173,466
1997 1,961 68.1 133,524 2,445 57.0 139,243 5,305 25.0 132,500

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed or
Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 970 602 17,405 850 19,767 201 2,437 435 38,363 221 19,920
1940 639 857 26,303 1,000 29,816 171 3,113 368 28,381 161 17,453
1945 611 885 36,894 1,365 46,132 109 2,004 272 19,673 119 13,995
1950 283 1,438 52,469 1,050 34,251 17 192 79 9,913 34 4,963
1954 123 1,591 72,507 1,242 51,116 38 545 26 3,444 11 1,657
1959 111 1,560 66,070 1,114 42,549 58 1,161 10 1,202 6 1,485
1964 79 669 30,721 1,359 62,408 25 401 9 1,413 4 617
1969 33 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 17 NA NA NA NA NA NA 12 2,452 3 420
1978 27 48 1,900 991 48,428 (D) (D) NA NA NA NA
1982 43 NA NA 797 42,705 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 73 NA NA 362 25,167 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 90 NA NA 815 65,531 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 119 NA NA 59 4,052 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 6,994 785 1,864 1,176 1,769 1,281 1,759
1940 8,796 640 1,503 349 4,622 1,129 1,652
1945 10,164 1,326 3,155 3,675 4,305 829 994
1950 8,507 1,173 3,514 4,087 4,876 573 841
1954 6,601 1,307 2,600 3,189 3,470 1,115 1,299
1959 6,105 1,025 3,689 3,418 5,690 677 1,239
1964 4,097 680 2,081 2,477 3,464 475 624
1969 2,262 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 2,153 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 1,721 150 414 1,240 2,156 145 237
1982 1,492 293 466 943 1,777 137 (D)
1987 1,537 185 500 1,215 1,611 (D) (D)
1992 2,089 371 927 1,331 2,311 (D) (D)
1997 2,628 304 521 1,576 1,999 71 104

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
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